INSTITUTIONS FOR DEFECTIVES
The problem of providing institutional care for mental defectives becomes steadily more important for the health of society and everyone should consider its implications. The In the long run, therefore, the problem is twofold. It is that of those who control the treasury who must decide whether the care of defectives is more urgent than, say, the care of the tuberculous, the provision of new operating theatres or the supply of false teeth. Secondly, it is that of the community which is faced with the choice either of nursing its defectives at home or of supplying a large enough body of its sons and daughters to train for the work of caring for them in institutions.
The idiot, in earlier times alternately despised as an outcast or venerated, now is seen as an integral part of the human race in its struggle for evolution and survival, unwittingly yielding information of the greatest value in the progressive understanding of the biological structure of the whole group. High-grade and borderline mental defect are phenomena which have come into prominence only since human life has become urbanized and industrialized. Civilized communities must learn to tolerate, to absorb and to employ the scholastically retarded and to pay more attention to their welfare. Subcultural mentality must inevitably result from normal genetical variation and the genes carried by the fertile scholastically retarded may be just as valuable to the human race, in the long run, as those carried by people of high intellectual capacity.
